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The spectrum of clinical conditions that range from unstable angina to non–Q-wave acute myocardial infarction (MI) and Q-wave MI is referred to as acute coronary syndromes.  ST-segment elevation may or may not be present in patients presenting with ischemia. A minority of patients with ST-elevation (small arrow) have a non–Q-wave MI (non–Qw MI), whereas most of these patients (large arrows) eventually develop a Q-wave MI (Qw MI). Unstable angina or a non–ST-elevation MI is the likely cause in patients presenting without ST-elevation. The majority of patients with non–ST-elevation MI do not evolve a Q-wave; these patients are defined as having a non–Qw MI. Only a minority of patients with non–ST-elevation MI have a Q-wave. These patients are later diagnosed as having Q-wave MI [1].
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